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Meantime the resignation of Lord Curzon has delayed any
further steps in the matter. To his personal initiative the
proposal was doubtless due. It is not every Viceroy of India
who is an enthusiastic geographer, and we know as yet
nothing of what his successor’s views may be. We have
good grounds, however, for hope. Lord Minto has long been
a member of the Alpine Club. There is, moreover, a growing
interest among the Survey officers in India in mountain
work, and we trust that after due deliberation a joint and
competent party of surveyors and mountaineers may be
organised to explore the environs of the highest mountain of
the world, and to climb as far as possible towards its summit.
That the summit should be reached in a first attempt is, of
course, highly improbable. The degree of success attained
will, we believe, largely depend on the presence in the party
of Major Bruce or an officer like him, with a little band of
trained and properly shod Gurkhas under his command.

THE DISASTER ON KANGCHENJUNGA.

IN our last number we were only able briefly to record the disaster
in which one of the three Swiss members of a party that started
last summer to attempt Kangchenjunga lost his life, together with
three coolies.* The party consisted of three Swiss, Dr. Jacot-
Guillarmod, M. Reymond, and Lieutenant Pache. They put
themselves under the leadership of an Englishman, writing over the
signature Alliston Crowley, and described by the ¢ Daily Mail ’ as its
¢ Special Commissioner.” He had been one of the companions of Dr.
Jacot-Guillarmod in & cosmopolitan company that visited the Kara-
koram in 1892. Crowley, to whom the commissariat arrange-
ments had been entrusted, added to the party an Italian hotel-
keeper from Darjiling, named De Righi. The expedition proceeded
by the Singalila ridge and the Chumbab La to the Yalung valley,
and having marched up the glacier at its head attacked the great
curtain of icy slopes which falls from the base of the cliffs of
the S.W. face of Kangchenjunga. They succeeded in establishing
a camp at 6,200 m. (20,3438 ft.), and some of them, according to
Dr. Jacot-Guillarmod, climbed 1,000 ft. higher. Crowley’s account
of the disaster which, on September 1, put a stop to the expe-
dition has been widely circulated in this country in the ¢Daily
Mail ’ and in India in the ¢ Pioneer.” It is strongly objected to by
the remaining European members of the party, and in justice to
them we think it right to reproduce in an abbreviated form a
portion of the narrative published by Dr. Jacot-Guillarmod in the
¢ Gazette de Lausanne’ (November 11, 1905). The party, at least

* One coolie had previously perished by a fall on treacherous snow.
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all its European members, were assembled in the middle of the day,
on September 1, at the highest camp. In the afternoon Dr.
Guillarmod, Lieutenant Pache, and De Righi, with three natives,
started to descend the glacier to a lower camp, leaving Crowley
and Reymond at the higher. Crowley states that he warned them
of the danger they were incurring in descending so late in the
day with a large party. While traversing a snow-slope the two
coolies who were in the middle slipped, dragging with them Pache
and the third native, who were behind, and the Doctor and De
Righi, who were in front. The two last-named escaped with
a severe shaking. Their four companions, Pache and the three
natives, were buried in the snow brought down by the fall. The
cries of the survivors soon summoned Reymond, who found
apparently no difficulty in descending alone from the upper camp.
Crowley, however, by his own avowal, remained in the tent in
bed, drinking tea, and on the same evening wrote a long letter,
printed in the ¢ Pioneer’ of September 11, from which the following
sentences are culled: ¢ As it was I could do nothing more than
send out Reymond on the forlorn hope. Not that I was over
anxious in the circumstances to render help. A mountain “acci-
dent” of this sort is one of the things for which I have no
sympathy whatever. . . . To-morrow I hope to go down and find
out how things stand.” In another letter, written three days later
and published on the 15th, he explains that it would have taken
him ten minutes to dress, and that he had told Reymond to call
him if more help was wanted, which he did not do. The first
search for the bodies was in vain. They were not found until
8 days later (after Crowley had left the party), buried under
10 ft. of snow.

Into the internal dissensions of the travellers, discussed at
lamentable length in the newspaper correspondence, we must
decline to enter. In the conditions deseribed, and with for a
leader a man capable of writing the extraordinary letters printed in
the ¢ Pioneer,’ trouble in camp and disaster on the mountain were
to be looked for. We will only add for the sake of foreign members
and readers who have not seen these letters that the *Special
Commissioner ’ of the ¢ Daily Mail ’ has never kad any connection
with the Alpine Club. To those who have seen the letters in
question this statement will be altogether superfluous.*

We gladly turn to the topographical results of the expedition,
the chief of which is the exploration of the Yalung basin, which
lies enclosed between the back of Kabru, the Talung saddle,
Kangchenjunga, and the long ridge that connects it with Jannu.
Dr. Guillarmod has brought back many photographs, some of
which we shall no doubt see in due time. One, of the scene of
the accident, has been published in the ¢ Sphere’ (November 18).
Meantime he has promised to correct the delineation of the Yalung

* The correspondence can be read in the book of ‘ Cuttings’ kept in the
Club rooms.
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glacier in Mr. Garwood’s map, which Mr. Freshfield has put at his
disposal for this purpose. In view of some recent and possible
future criticisms Mr. Freshfield asks us to call attention to the
statements made in his ‘Round Kangchenjunga ' with respect to
this portion of the map. On p. 210 he points out that he has
been reduced for the Yalung basin to ‘interpret the probable
import of the strange indications (of Rinsing’s, the native explorer’s,
MS. map) by analogy from his treatment of the other glaciers we
explored in detail.” On p. 804 Mr. Garwood repeats this state-
ment. On the map itself two marks of interrogation are placed
on the Yalung glacier, and in the corner is this note: ¢ Where ?
are placed on the map the topographical material at hand was
inadequate.” The spur of Jannu and the buttress of Kangchenjunga
mentioned in the correspondence are clearly indicated on the map
and in the illustrations in Mr. Freshfield’s volume, where the
latter is numbered 4 (see plates opposite pp. 122, 158, and 234).

With regard to climbing Kangchenjunga some additional facts
have been ascertained. From the highest basin of the Yalung
glacier slopes, variously estimated at from 20° to 50°, lead up to the
base of the cliffs of Kangchenjunga. These slopes are, it appears,
not, in 8o far as they have been climbed, difficult, but very dangerous
for any but properly shod and practised mountaineers. They should
not be attempted except by a party whose porters have, and have
learnt to use, crampons. They would appear to abut on the base
of the cliffs just to the W. of the highest peak of Kangchenjunga,
where a broad, sloping shelf runs up close to a singular horseshoe
crag.* It is conceivable that a way to the top of Kangchenjunga
may be forced in this direction. But in the panorama for which
we have to thank Dr. Guillarmod the middle slopes are too much
foreshortened for it to be easy to judge as to their character, while
the upper cliffs, so conspicuous in the views from above Jongri,
almost disappear.

In another and more important respect we trust that this dis-
astrous expedition may have results which will, to some extent,
compensate for the temporary discredit it has brought upon
mountaineering in India. All who are seriously interested in
Himalayan exploration must join with us in the hope that the
authorities at Calcutta may recognise the expediency of exercising
in future the same caution they have, as a rule, exercised in the
past before facilitating the entrance of travellers into the native
States or territories on the northern frontiers of India.

The Indian Government gave, it will have been noticed, the expedi-
tion commanded by the ¢ Special Commissioner ' of the ¢ Daily Mail * -
very unusual assistance. Mr. White and Mr. Dover, the local officers
in Sikhim, procured coolies for it; permission was even applied for
and obtained from the Nepalese authorities for it to enter their
territory. The travellers, as was to be expected, had trouble with

* See illustration opposite p. 234 of ¢ Round Kangchenjunga,’ and paper on
How to Climb Kangchenjunga,” Alpine Journal, vol. xxii. No. 164.
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the coolies, and then blamed the Government in place of themselves
and the nature of coolies. Fortunately they did not penetrate far
into Nepal, for we tremble to think what complications might have
been produced by a leader who has apparently not only succeeded
to the post but also inherited the methods of Mr. Savage Landor.

IN MEMORIAM.

F. D. BROCKLEHURST.

THE year 1905 was a sad one, marked as it was by the loss of
several of our well known members, amongst whom was Mr. F. D.
Brocklehurst.

Like so many of the older members he was possessed with the
spirit of travel, and in the days when Japan was an eastern dream,
and the Salt Plains of America a terrible reality, he explored those
countries, and completed an Indian tour with a sporting expedition
to the Himalaya. It was on the strength of this last named
journey that he became a member of the Alpine Club in 1868,
though, as he often said, the expedition that looked best on his
qualification list was but a long snow trudge.

He was to the end essentially a traveller, visiting nearly every
part of the world, and his keen interest in human nature as well as
scenery, coupled with a quiet but vivid power of description, made
him the most interesting companion at all times.

He was of a sensitive and rather retiring disposition, and seldom
talked of what he had done as a climber, but during his repeated
visits to the Alps he made many ascents in a great variety of
districts.

He was one of those men who, leading a simple life, keep them-
selves mentally young. He was always happy with younger men,
and the charm of his hospitality and conversation, his advice and
example, will ever remain fresh in the minds of those who knew
him well. At the age of 65 he was still young enough in body also
to make the ascent of the Matterhorn.

This is hardly the place to say much of the position he held in
his own neighbourhood. He was a delightful host, a just and
sympathetic magistrate, a good landlord, and a munificent benefactor
to his native town. C. P

JOSEPH COLLIER.

Quis desiderio sit pudor aut modus

Tam cari capitis ¢
WHo could but grieve for Joseph Collier, taken from us in his
prime, the man whom we, his friends, regarded as the type of
cheerfulness, of enthusiasm, of overflowing vitality? Even in our
grief it is hard to realise that we shall not hear again that pithy
counsel, the flow of anecdote and flashes of repartee, or the





