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George Yeld (1845-1938) was chosen as Editor in 1896 and held the position
for 30 years, the longest period of any Editor to date. It is true, he had J. P.
Farrar as Assistant or Joint Editor from 1909 to 1926, and it is an open secret
that Farrar was the real Editor for much of this time.
Yeld, after education at Hereford Cathedral School and Brasenose, Oxford,
became Assistant Master at St Peter's School, York, remaining there for 52
years. He was elected to the AC in 1877 and his climbing career was spread
over roughly 40 years. He was particularly fond of the less frequented regions
of the Alps, and especially the Graians, publishing in 1900 his book, 'Scrambles
in the Eastern Graians, 1878-1897'. His companions included G. P. Baker,
with whom he visited the Caucasus in 1890, and W. A. B. Coolidge, whose explorations in the Alps he was able to supplement, and with whom he does not
seem to have quarrelled. His wide knowledge of the Alps made Yeld a sound
choice as Editor, and he had the leisure for it. Neither of his two immediate
predecessors had been able to devote much time to the AJ, and a kind of interregnum had existed since Coolidge's day.
The first seven volumes (nos 18-24) of Yeld's editorship were conducted by
him almost on his own: it was a period of abundant exploration and openingup of climbs in the Andes and North America, in the Himalaya arid the Caucasus. A notable feature of mountaineering in the Alps in the early years of this
century was the raising of rock-climbing standards associated particularly with
v. J. E. Ryan and G. Winthrop Young, though their achievements owed much
to the technical skills which their guides, J osef and Franz Lochmatter, and
J osef Knubel, had been developing on their own.
John Percy Farrar (1857-1929) was (appropriately) born almost to the day
of the foundation of the AC, of which he was to become its most noteworthy
member by the time of his death. With his advent in 1909 as Assistant Editor,
the AJ received an invigorating impulse, for he was not only more dynamic by
nature than Yeld, but had a cosmopolitan touch about him that proved invaluable in providing information for use in the Journal. Farrar was elected to the
AC in 1883 and was President from 1917-19, combining the latter office with
his work on the AJ. His Alpine record was of wide scope; perhaps the climbs
that gave him most satisfaction were the E (San Bartholoma) face of the Watzmann (1892); Mont Blanc by the old Brenva route (1893) and in the same year
the Aiguille Blanche de Peuterey from the Brenva glacier and thence over the
Peuterey ridge of Mont Blanc (the second ascent, less than a fortnight after
Giissfeldt's first traverse by this route); and the Nord End from Macugnaga.
Farrar was no Centrist and roamed extensively, the Oberland being a region
that frequently attracted him, and he wrote authoritatively from his own ex120
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perience on the Bietschhorn and the Finsteraarhorn, with particular reference
to early climbs, while in late life (1923-4) he made a number of fine routes
over the passes at the head of the Lauterbrunnen valley.
Farrar's hand is to be detected in some of the massive volumes of the A] prior
to 1914, but even more so in the volumes (29-32) that covered the years of
World War I. Here he not only contributed importantly himself, as for example
his article (vol 31) on 'Early Attempts on Monte Rosa', but he also encouraged
H. .F. Montagnier to produce several papers on early records to be found about
Monte Rosa and other mountains from Zermatt; also entries in the Travellers'
Book at the Eggishorn; and the early history of the Col du Geant. Despite the
lack of climbing data during these war years, Farrar succeeded in maintaining
an interesting series of A]s. It was sometimes a matter of 'Alpine history or
nothing', and it may fairly be said that the results were good.
An article that has achieved a sort of 'minor classic' fame is Farrar's own 'Days
of Long Ago' (vol 32), when he attempted to recapture the atmosphere of the
times of Charles Hudson in the 1850s and '60s. Apart from writing about
Hudson's climbs on Mont Blanc or the Aiguille Verte, Farrar was compelled to
devote considerable attention to the Matterhorn catastrophe of 1865 which
ended Hudson's life. It was unfortunate, however, that, with his high authority
behind him, Farrar allowed his enthusiasm to interfere with his judgment. Not
only did he exaggerate the importance of the attempts by the Parker brothers
to climb the Matterhorn in 1860 and 1861-efforts that did not get very far
(see A] 68 285 for other comments), but he claimed for Hudson a skill and
experience in rock climbing that had no foundation in his climbing record (on
this, see A] 71 117-19). Farrar indeed let his interest and zeal for Hudson lead
him into a number of suppositions and he would have done well to have kept
in mind the advice recommended by David Hume to Gibbon, that in preparing
his books 'he always laboured to reduce the superlatives and soften the positives'.
Farrar's valedictory address as President of the AC is in A] 33. It was a valuable and characteristic piece of work, for though now in his sixties he was still
young at heart and open-minded to new features that might be seen or foreseen
in climbing developments. One word was addressed particularly to the AC, that
it could not live on its past; it must look to the future, and however young in
spirit members might be, there must always be a steady influx of young members, planning fresh achievements, if the Club's life-blood was to remain healthy.
Another statement had a still wider application; mountaineering had tended,
he said, to have been kept in leading strings too long, and he insisted that enterprise should not wait upon experience, as the latter was a poor substitute for
enterprise. He pointed out to the Club that young climbers brought up in the
school of climbing on British peaks could 'approach any Alpine problem in a
very different manner from what we did 40 years ago'. Farrar's plea, indeed,
was for members of the Club, in its current days, to be as enterprising as the
pioneers had been in theirs.
Veld became an Honorary Member of the AC in 1919, and Farrar ended his
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The 1920s should really be taken together with the 1930s, for it was not till
the late '20s that the new generation of climbers got well into their stride. The
whole inter-war period was marked by a number of developments: (i) the Himalaya; (ii) 'North faces'; (iii) the Mont Blanc range; (iv) the growth of competitive nationalism. As to the first of these, the British led predominantly, and it
is needless to list achievements; a reader of Marcel Kurz's 'Chronique Himalayenne, ii' can see it for himself. North faces certainly fell to Continental
climbers; as for the Mont Blanc range, we have seen that it was not a preserve
for French or other foreign mountaineers, a point still more to be emphasised
from 1927 onwards. It would have been odd if the Continentals, with their
much greater proximity to the Alps, had not secured some of the new routes.
What strikes one today is the parochialism of some Continental climbers, limiting themselves to Chamonix aiguilles or Dolomite spires, when the centre of
interest in mountaineering was being increasingly focussed on the Himalaya.
As for nationalist rivalry in mountaineering, it was unworthy, but had existed
in some degree long before, and has certainly not subsided yet. The British
were probably the least nationalist of any; Longland (AJ 6283) has a good
word even for Strutt in this respect.

Criticism of trends in mountaineering is wholesome and some clash of outlook
between those who mostly look back upon their climbing career, and those
who are looking forward to it, has always existed. In the main, the AJ under
Yeld and Farrar held a level balance; such criticism as was directed against the
Journal during the inter-war years had their successor, Strutt, as the target. It
is well, however, to keep a sense of proportion and it was not only British
climbers who were sometimes judged unenterprising. Farrar, when praising the
work of the GHM (AJ 35229), could only say that they had done much towards 'the splendid, if still limited, revival of enthusiasm and enterprise in
French high mountaineering', while Lionel Terray in his book,"Conquistadors
of the Useless', would appear to date the renaissance of French mountaineering
to the years of the Second World War, a remark that surely does scant justice
to the activities and influence of de Lepiney, de Segogne, Lagarde, Pierre
Allain and others in pre-war days.
As already said, the attempts on Everest in 1921, 1922 and 1924 necessarily
held a big place in the AJ s of those years. Farrar took an active part in the
planning of the first two expeditions, being a member of the joint Everest Committee formed by the RGS and AC. Accustomed to having his own way a good
deal in AC matters, he could not dictate so easily to RGS members, and he
appears to have been a prickly and not wholly successful member of the Committee, from which he resigned in 1923. Unfortunately, Farrar had done little
serious climbing outside the Alps, and he seems not to have sufficiently grasped
the factors of weather and altitude at Himalayan heights.
Farrar's praise of British rock-climbing standards, to which reference has already
been made, arose out of his habit of joining Winthrop Young's Pen-y-Pass
gatherings, which had the advantage of keeping him in touch with the younger
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generation, and so saving him from becoming too fixed in his ideas. He had his
own individual ideas about equipment, but he never voiced the extravagant
dislike of crampons and pitons (he died before later types of artificial aids came
into general use) that one finds in Strutt; the latter was to witness something
of an 'artificial' landslide that Farrar was spared by his death in 1929. In the
1920s probably many of the older climbers would have agreed with Raeburn
(' Mountaineering Art', 1920) that crampons could not take the place of an
ice axe; L. W. Rolleston, reviewing Young's 'Mountain Craft' in A] 33, gives
quite qualified assent to crampons. As for pitons, Raeburn dismissed them as
steeplejackery.
Farrar, as his Valedictory had shown, realised better than these writers that
climbing technique would not stand still, but this is not to say that he was not
disturbed at some developments in the inter-war climbing methods. His obituary
notices of Rudolf von Tscharner and Willy Richardet contain cautionary notes,
and he could write of Finch's North-face route on the Dent d'Herens (vol 35)
that it was unlikely to find much favour and was only legitimate for very experienced climbers. The Austrian climber, Alfred Horeschowsky, who had
attempted the Matterhorn N face in 1923, and who in the following year made
a risky ascent of the Aiguille Blanche de Peuterey and thence to Mont Blanc,
came in for criticism from Farrar, and it is impossible to gauge just what he
would have said of some of the developments in the 1930s, particularly under
the spur of nationalism. That he would have been more temperate in tone than
Strutt is fairly certain; it is less certain that he would basically have disagreed
with him.
Farrar was easily the leading personality in the AC in the years before his
death;l mountaineering had always been the great interest of his life. He came
of an adventurous stock, his eldest brother, Sir George Farrar, having joined in
the ]ameson Raid (1895) and been sentenced to death, lived to become Prime
Minister of South Africa, only to be killed in 1914 during Botha's SOW African
campaign. Percy Farrar was not interested in politics, and though a member of
the family business house in South Africa, he retired from that country at an
early stage. He looked and was vital and decisive, sometimes caustic and at
times hasty in temper and speech. As a mountaineer he was excellent, ] osef
Pollinger, no mean judge, regarding him as the best all-round amateur he knew.
Farrar for his part did not consider any amateur could compare in ability with
a first-rate guide, an outlook that may seem today a little old-fashioned, but
the emphasis was on the words 'first-rate'. But in an equally old-fashioned way,
Farrar would not start on an expedition if conditions were bad; he always declared he did not intend to be killed on a mountain.
To list in any detail the leading articles of these 30 years of the A] would be
tedious, but some remarks may be made:
His obituary notice (AI 41) testifies to that, and anyone who recalls the AC meeting
of 5 March 1929 will remember that it seemed as though tributes to Farrar would
never cease.
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Vol18 contains Freshfield's Valedictory address (1895), in which he observes
'how slow and gradual was the evolution of the craft of climbing among guides,
as well as amateurs', a useful corrective to the exalted views of a guide's powers
that might be deduced from some early writers. Both in this and the next two
volumes the more distant ranges- Andes, Rockies, Himalaya, New Zealandhold a firm place alongside the usual articles and notes on purely Alpine climbs.
Vol20 (1900-1) contains two contributions on the future of the AC, by Martin
Conway and Freshfield, wherein any idea that the AC had completed its task
by the exploration of the Alps was turned down, since a wide field existed in
more remote ranges. And indeed the volume exhibited this factor by its two
principal articles, Freshfield on the circuit of Kangchenjunga and Sir Halford
Mackinder on the first ascent of Mount Kenya. This growing interest in the
greater ranges lay behind the study by Dr Malcolm Hepburn on the data then
available about the effects of altitude on mountaineering-a study to be continued in vol 21. The latter also contained two notes on Mount Everest, by
Freshfield.
Vols 22-24 (1904-9) show that guideless climbing, if still restricted to a small
number of men, was quite alive; the names of Kirkpatrick and Hope, and of
Raeburn and Ling are prominent, but perhaps the most notable article in this
field was R. L. G. Irving's 'Five Years with Recruits' (vol 24). Irving's parties,
of Winchester College recruits, had made some mistakes, as he was willing to
admit, but his critics came down heavily on him (though with negative results),
and included some inevitable names of cautious practitioners such as Freshfield
or W. E. Davidson, and also others like Longstaff and Geoffrey Young, whom
one might have expected not to join in a signed letter of protest. Farrar, now
beginning to enter the editorial sanctum, sensibly refrained from signing the
letter. At the time, the controversy was reminiscent of that about the first
crossing of the Col de Grandes ] orasses in 1874.
Special notice may be drawn to A. W. Andrews's 'Climbing on Lliwedd', one
of the all-too-few articles in the first decade of the century about British climbs.
The latter, as a field for learning the craft, was in a very healthy condition, and
both in this volume, as in earlier and later ones, reviews of books on rock
climbing in Great Britain, by the brothers Abraham, by Andrews, and by
]. Archer Thomson, began to appear.
Outside the Alps the palm may go to Longstaff for his attempt on Gurla
Mandhata (1905), and his ascent of Trisul (1907), the latter a solatium for the
British Government's refusal to sanction an attempt on Everest that year.
Vols 25 and 26 (1910-12) cover the fabulously fine year of 1911, with H. O.
] ones's article on Mont Blanc by the Brouillard ridge, and the Grepon by the
Mer de Glace face rivalling Young's 'Two Ridges of the Grandes ]orasses'. A
notable new route on the Matterhorn was the ascent of its last un climbed ridge,
the Furggengrat, by Mario Piacenza. In a different field, the chronicling of early
ascents of Mont Blanc, and consideration of the Lost Narrative of Or Paccard,
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both by H. F. Montagnier, were to be the first of a number of valuable contributions by this author involving extensive research in France and Switzerland
into early records.
These volumes were years of note, too, in the Karakoram and Himalaya, for
the Duke of the Abruzzi was to reach a new height record of 7500 m on Bride
Peak, while C. F. Meade, C. G. Bruce, the Bullock Workmans, A. M. Kellas,
and Longstaff, were also active.
Vol 27 (1913) the last before the outbreak of World War One, contained
Farrar's re-examination of the first ascent of the Finsteraarhorn by Meyer's
guides in 1812, a study based not only on the relevant literature, but also on
going over the ground personally more than once. Farrar concluded that the
claim must be rejected, a view opposed to those of Coolidge and laying the
seeds of future disputes.
Vols 28- 30 (1914-16) show the effect of the war, which clamped down on
mountaineering and set the Editors, and Farrar in particular, a very real problem. Old records of climbs were raked up, Farrar being successful in getting
members of the Club who might not otherwise have recorded anything in print,
to send in contributions. Actually, the Himalaya provided more than one
climbing article, while in vols 29 and 30 Yeld wrote on Beddgelert, while
Raeburn described his pre-war Caucasian expeditions. The narrative of the
first British ascent of Mont Blanc, in 1787, by Colonel Beaufoy, was printed
from the original ms in the archives of the Royal Society, and Montagnier provided a Bibliography of early ascents on Mont Blanc.
In vol 30 Farrar edited certain selected Fiihrerbiicher (Ferdinand Imseng and
Ulrich Lauener) and followed this up in vol 31 (1917) with three Zum Taugwalds, and held out prospects of more. Montagnier exerted himself on early
records of attempts on Monte Rosa from Zermatt, and for the rest, miscellaneous records were sent in by regular standbys of the Editors, such as Freshfield.
Vols 32-4 (1918-22). The war had sufficiently dislocated affairs to make it
difficult or impossible for all climbers to resume their activities in 1919, but
from 1920 Farrar was able to restart the 'Records of Expeditions' by individual
members of the Club, begun before the War and printed in an appendix to the
AJ, though difficulties in gathering in information led to a postponement till a
composite series, 1920- 3, was produced. Beyond the Alps, ranges such as the
Caucasus or Andes do not appear in these volumes, but the Rocky Mountains
provided material for articles by Val A. Flynn and for J. Monroe Thorington's
first of many subsequent contributions to the AJ. Himalayan travel was inevitably limited during the war, but came very much to life in 1921 and 1922,
with records of Raeburn's examination of Kangchenjunga and the first 2
Everest expeditions.

,
Vols 35-7 (192 3- 5) may fairly be said to be dominated by Everest, for if the
climbing narratives of the first two ventures had been published in the earlier
volumes, the 1924 expedition, with its culminating loss of Mallory and Irvine,
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found its place in vol 36, whilst both 35 and 37 contained articles by Finch,
Longstaff, Norton and Hingston on special aspects of Everest. Finch also records (36) his climb of the Dent d'Herens via the N face, and the same volume
and its successors contain a good deal on the Canadian Rockies by Thorington
and others, while H. E. L. Porter revives interest in the New Zealand Alps.
Vol 38 (1926) was the last to be issued by Veld and Farrar and appropriately
contains a farewell message from them. Both, however, were to continue to
write fo.r the A], and the same volume that saw the laying down of their editorial pens saw also the death of their predecessor and sometime contestant,
W. A. B. Coolidge.
The joint editorship of Yeld and Farrar covers an important period of British
climbing history; at the start, the exploration and climbing of the Himalayan
peaks had seriously got under way, thanks to Conway, Mummery and C. G.
Bruce, later Longstaff and others. In the Alps, new developments in climbing
skills were being exemplified by Ryan, Young and others, while, as regards
equipment, Oscar Eckenstein brought about a great improvement in crampons,
with consequential changes in ice technique. But more perhaps than anything
was the change brought about by the War; the year 1914 in British mountaineering, as in other matters, forms something of a watershed. A new mental
approach can be discerned, not merely in the great increase in guideless climbing, but in fresh assessments of objective dangers and of the risks that might
legitimately be taken, now that the average of mountaineerin"g skills was certainly higher than that of half a century before. As is usual in new movements,
some anticipations can be traced in the past; Mummery is a case in point, not
only over his 'Mummery Nails' that foreshadowed the much more scientific and
convenient crampon, but in such a matter as the number on a rope. The old
C. E. Mathews dictum-'whatever number is right on a mountain, two is wrong'
(and a fortiori one was still worse)-went by the board as the factor that Farrar
had noted in his Valedictory, of the greater competence young British climbers
took with them to the Alps, as the result of the training on British rocks,_ was
proved in practice.
Yeld and Farrar, the latter more particularly, helped to bridge the changes, and
by avoiding the excessive disapproval of Strutt, their successor, for novelties in
techniques and equipment, were able to sustain the A] as a leading journal of
its kind. Yeld lived almost to see another world war form another watershed;
Farrar, his last years clouded by domestic troubles, was spared, in the sport he
enjoyed more than anything, some developments of which he would undoubtedly
have disapproved.
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